
Unclaimed tax refunds: could the IRS owe you? 

by Laurence MacNaughton 

Could the IRS owe you money that you don’t 

even know about? It’s possible. 

The federal government estimates that it has refunds waiting 

for over a million people who haven’t filed a federal income 

tax return. Half of those unclaimed refunds amount to 

$640.00 or more. 

Could you have a check waiting for you? 

We asked Lisa Greene-Lewis, CPA and TurboTax Blog Editor, if it’s worth 

it to file even if you don’t have to. 

“A lot of people have this question,” Greene-Lewis said. “The IRS has 

income thresholds that they use as qualifications for people to file. But if 

people rely only on those thresholds, they may be missing out on a refund.” 

The problem is that the income thresholds used by the IRS don’t take into 

account tax credits, like the Earned Income Tax Credit, the Additional 

Child Tax Credit, and the American Opportunity Credit. 

You might be due a refund without even knowing it. 

If you’re not required to file because you don’t make enough money 

according to the IRS guidelines, why go through all of the effort? Many 

people don’t file when they aren’t required to. But it might be smarter to 

file anyway. 

“If you’ve had any taxes taken out of your paycheck, you may be eligible 

for a refund,” Greene-Lewis said. 

In other words, if you don’t file, you could be leaving money on the table. 

“Every year, the IRS comes out with a report that they have over a billion dollars in unclaimed refunds,” 

Greene-Lewis said. “Of course, they’re not going to let you know that you have a refund. They’re going to wait 

for you to file.” 

Make sure you get every dollar you deserve. 

Find out how you can file your taxes online and get the fastest refund possible. Learn more at 

ShopAtHome.com’s Tax Center, powered by TurboTax.  

About Laurence MacNaughton 

Laurence MacNaughton is an author, copywriter and business consultant who specializes in 

creating upbeat, informative copy that connects. Read more at ImageBusinessWriting.com. 

FROM THE AUTHOR:  

This article, written for a 

joint project between 

ShopAtHome.com and 

TurboTax, outperformed 

TurboTax's existing content 

by 21% more pageviews.  

Imagine what connecting 

with 21% more customers 

could do for your business. 

Find out more today at 

ImageBusinessWriting.com 

http://www.shopathome.com/online-shopping-report/index.php/unclaimed-tax-refunds-irs-owe-you/
http://blog.turbotax.intuit.com/
http://www.shopathome.com/online-shopping-report/index.php/tax-center
http://www.imagebusinesswriting.com/
http://imagebusinesswriting.com/
http://www.shopathome.com/online-shopping-report/index.php/unclaimed-tax-refunds-irs-owe-you/unclaimed-tax-refunds-could-the-irs-owe-you/
http://imagebusinesswriting.com/

